GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1
LIFE OF JAMES JOYCE
Birth and Parentage

James Augustine Aloysius Joyce was b '

387 at Rather: ) S Joyce was born on the 2nd of February,
111?:"““:“5‘?\‘)%‘1‘& aw Ztsl.btgr:\) of Ilglflblln in Ireland. He was the eldest child
father was Tohn Stail aJve illeen children, of whom ten survived. His
i, ol & 'dtus o?fce. His mother was the former Mary Jane

” g b p wilty, _tacmcd. and charming person who.was very
popular in his social circle in Dublin. He had every finc quality except
the ability to earn money and spend it properly. He had inherited a modest
amount of money and property from his father but he was so cxtravagant
that he spent all the moncy very soon and two months before James's
birth he mortgaged a portion of his property. His family continued to
grow. He had no stable source of incomc and to provide for his largc
family he had to sell one property after another. They could not pay the
rent of their big house and so they moved into a smaller house and when
the arrears of rent of this house also accumulated they moved into a still
smaller house. The family was growing and they were on the slippery path
to financiai ruin. James was very sad (0 find the family sinking into grcater
and greater misery. The financial degradation of the family left a deep
impression on the mind of the sensitive child.

His Personality ' , i
James was a handsome child and he had a sweet voice. His
constitution was, howevcr, weak. His eyes gave him trouble from the

beginning itself. His eye-sight was weak. He underwent scveral operations

and for long periods he was virtually blind. He did not like the ways of his

i ' ' i holic faith.
d not like the beliefs and rituals of the Roman Cat

%fl:hg;‘d}ieodllovg for the Irish people. So he felt thz_n for the f_ullest devel-
opment of his personality he must escape from his home, his fatherland

and the religion of his forefathers.

is E: cation y X
His FJ‘ZLYCSE ;jcl::civcd his carly education at a good residential school run

o : ituated in the countryside west of Dublin
by the Jesuits. This school W\a\?OSO L loge. This was, however, a very

LA cS
and e Ca!Ith lc,dll?g %c())\())vn his father realized that he could not afford to
A o ey on the education of onc child alonc. When his
spend so much moncy s Collector of Rates 1n Dublin the family fortunes

glclcr:‘lcirrlcl(lomfurr’tl}icl;os;gg ngg James was withdrawn from Clongowcs College.
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The former Rector of Clongowes had a good Impression of Jameg
and so he helped James to get admission as a f'r]cejst‘uc_iemjm Belved(_gr
College which was also a good school run _by l' c 'CSI;]llS. qm%s Studieg
- in this school for five years. l_*lc ook an active part in the activitjeg of the
school and held several appointments,

At the University | | .

For higher education his father sent hlm to Umvcrsny qule e,
Dublin. This was the centre of higher c_ducquon and Cathth liter
tradition in Ireland. James's stay at the University was very fruitful for his
intellectual development. He was an eccentric student and he dig not
confine himself to the books prescribed by the University. He read books
from the library on all types of subjects. He made a decp study of Engligh
literature and formed his own theorics on aesthetic and literary themes, He
formed very good friendships and he decided to abandon what he did not
believe in. He made up his mind to dedicate himseclf to art,

His Literary Efforts

James studied modemn Europcan languages like Frcx_lch and Italjan,
so that he could study the works of the great masters in original, He
became interested in.Ibsen who was till then unknown in the Irish literary

circles. He studied Norwegian in order to study Ibsen in original. He wrote
a review of Ibsen's play, When We Dead Awaken and this was published

failure. He was, however, given due praise for a paper on “Drama and
Life' which he read before the Literary and Historical Society of the
College. He wrote some verses which, however, nobody published. He
also wrote some prosec compositions which he called "Epiphanics'.

Misery at Home

During these years the financial condition o
further. Their property was sold and all their houschold goods were
pawned one by one. His father carneq nothing and the family was a large
one. They had to change the houscs frequently as they could not pay the
rent and every new house was smaller and morc uncomfortable than the
previous one. He could not bear 1o sco the misery of his mother and
brothers and sisters. He thought of Ilcaving home and going to the

f his family deteriorated

continent,
His Exile

In 1902 after taking the degree, he Jeft for France. At that time he
had not decided about the profess; '

e e 15 natural vocation was 1o be a writer. Then came the news
that his mother Was scriously ill. He retumed to Dublin and was present
At the time of her death in August 1903. He stayed in Ircland for another
year. He wrote some articles and some verses. He earncd a small salary
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béntccg C\l:zlrrilgx: . z;,fChOOl-’ For the rest he was supported by his friends. H
’ ide mz: & an autobiographical novel, Stephen Hero, which oy
provide material for A Portrais of the Artiss as @ Youn which was to
To the Continent oung Man.

In 1904 he left for the continent with a girl cailed Nora Barnacle

whom he had n ammi . X .

years and bore h(x)r[n‘?»‘\l/?)jcglb ut who lived with him as his wife for many
] children. He moved from place to place in Euro

and COUI(.j be described as a citizen of the world. He eamed N
by tcaching languages at vari S Ene e e o
devoted) o i various places but all his energics were now
cvoted 1o the task of writing. In 1907 a London publisher published a
small volume of his poems under the title, Chamber Music. This was his
first book. A litte later a number of publishers agreed 1o publish his book
of short stories, called Dubliners. But one by one they all broke their
contract. In 1912 he visited Dublin in an attempt to get a publisher for his
stories. He failed to persuade any one to publish his book. He left Irela::d
and made up his mind never to return there. Nothing written by James
{‘oyce was ever published without any trouble. As a critic has said,
If _th_: cduors_ accepted his manuscripts, the printers refused to set them
up; if the publishers brought out his books, the censors destroyed them. If
- the charge was not obscenity, it was blasphcmy; if not blasphemy, it was
treason. When his writing was banned in Ireland, it was published in
England; when banned in England, it was published in America; and at
length it was banned in America. For years after he had become one of the
acknowledged masters of English prose, it was illegal to read his books in

any English-speaking country.”’

Success At Last _

1914 was a lucky year for James. In this year Dubliners was at last
published, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man completed and
Ulysses begun. When the First World War broke out James declared his
ncutrality and was permitted to seftle in Zurich. He <_:om_mued his work on
Ulysses. He was in grcat financial difficulty but his distrcss was finally
relieved by the grant of a small amount from the British Privy Purse. A
Portrait was published in 1916. Ulysses first appeared in serial form in the
Little Review of New York. Ulysses was published in book form in Paris
in 1922 but it was banned in England and America. This was haiicd by
most critics as a great ultra-modern novel. Other critics said that 1t was
bewildering and obscene. James now had many admirers who regarded
him as the greatest novelist of modern umes. .

He now started writing his last book. This was Finnegans Wake. It

was published in 1939.

His Last Days ‘ A i : -
James J):)yce spent the last twenty years of his life in quiet retirement
h of his time in writing but he wrote so slowly that

onstantly troubled with diseases of
leven operations. He led an austere
admirers. When the Second

in Paris. He spent muci |
his total output is very little. He was €
the eyes and he underwent as many as elev
life and was supported financially by his

et e
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World War started and the German armics invaded France, he Movey
Switzerland. He died there, after an intestinal operation, on the 13y

lo
January, 1941. §

0
)

2
MAIN WORKS OF JAMES JOYCE

1. Dubliners

Under this title James Joyce collected together fifteen storj
dealing with the life of Dublin. His cxperience of Dublin was thay jy -5
a drab and dirty city where the people led miscrable lives. The O:Emo_omu
are created from his own observation of life. The different &o:.a
represent diffcrent aspects of life. The environment is drab and dy) w
typical character is Mr. Duffy who is said (o be “‘an outcast from :.Ho.
feast’”. The author does not moralize or present any philosophy of life. IM
only depicts life as he sees it.

Joyce himself said about this work, ‘“My intention was 1o Write
chapter of the moral history of my country and I chose Dublin for the
scene because that city seemed to me the centre of paralysis. I have tried
to present it to the indifferent public under four of its aspects: childhogg
adolescence, maturity and public life. The stories are arranged in this
order. I have written it for the most part in a style of scrupulous mean-
ness.”’

These stories paint a dismal picture of life in Dublin. When the bogk
was shown to the would-be publishers they hesitated to take it up. They
were afraid that it might be suppressed by the censors. Joyce had men-
tioned persons and places by aame and attributed moral weaknesscs to
many persons including King Edward VII. It is, therefore, not surprising
that Joyce found it difficult to get a publisher for these stories. Finally the
book was published in 1914.

2. Stephen Hero and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

James Joyce started writing an autobiographical novel while he was
stll in his teens. It was a straight forward narrative and was a thinly
disguised biography of the author. The hero's progress is described against
the rich background of his family, friends, city and religion. The family
consisting of father, mother, brother and sister, is described in great detail.
His friends have distinct personalities and definite opinions which are
often differen: from those of Stephen but important to him. The sights and
si-:nds of Dublin are described with great enthusiasm. Roman Catholicism
is described as a religion and as a part of their education. There is a lot
of emphasis on Stephen's relations with his mother. He tells us that he rcad
essays and books to her while she did ironing. He describes the last days
of his sister and how he comforted her when she was on her dcath-bed. He
prepared a paper on ‘Art and Life’ to be read at a meeting of the College
Debating Society.

By 1908 Joyce had written about 1,50,000 words of this autobio-

Icalized (p o i :
L .hat what pe
O—_:._.O—u. The eMphasis imMM.._ the arust's —.u-.:.-% —._‘_n—u_:m% b
which happened argyng g0 0" te progress of § h
student, resident of D E.nc:o:. Itis the story of lcp cn .cE on incidents
slowly and painf " udblin and memper of th a sensitive son, brother
i ully :m._:_sm himself 10 e 5 WWQES Catholic Church,
0YCe in writing his book on

after the author's death as Stephen Hero.

The themes of Stephen Hero are S i i
1 S : tephen's family, Stephen's fri
:@owm w:u girls), the life of Dublin, Roman Omso:am_.:wm:amﬁ.mwﬂwmw%
EwM mm.:w %MM _wmmso”._m:. and it describes how Stephen freed himsclf from
of family, nation and church and i -
centrate on the vocation of an artist. mede himself free to con

3. Ulysses

James How.nm started writing Ulysses in 1914 and it was published in
1922. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man ended on a note which
looked incompletc and called for a sequel. Ulysses continues the story of
Stephen U&E:w.. When the First World Great War broke out in 1914
James declared his neutrality and went to Switzerland. It was in the peace-
ful atmosphere of this country that he composcd this novel.

Ulysses is a big novel covering more than eight hundred pages
although it deals with the thoughts and actions of a single day in the life
of Stephcn Dedalus, Leopold Bloom and Bloom's wife, Molly. The
thoughts which pass in the minds of the characters are all described in full
detail. One idea suggests some other idea which is associated with it and
that suggests some other idea. All that passes in the minds of the
characters is described. The ideas are not selected and presented logically
as some other novelist might have done. All that comes to the mind of the
character is included whether it is bright or dark, pleasant or obscene. d.m
novelist records the full stream of ideas or impressions which pass throug|
the minds of the characters. )

Ulpsses covrs only one day i he e 8 T
swecp o.m the an.mm s <m&om%§~ The novel is divided into eighteen
civilizition, apoichl E.a » .c the common motifs which keep
episodes which are knit together by

recurring and bind them together.
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CRITICAL STUDY OF THE NOVEL

1
A SYNOPSIS OF THE NOVEL

Chapter I

The novel opens with the recording of the first impressions of
Stephen as a small child. These things are described in the language
of children and in the manner in which a child's mind works. These
impressions arc described as they have survived in the consciousness of
the child. He was called “Baby Tuckoo' by his father and he had told him
the story of ‘‘moocow coming down along the road”’. He remembers that
his father had a hairy face. He also remembers that his mother had a nicer
smell than his father. She used to sing and he used (o dance. He
remembers that he once wetted the bed and his mother put an oilshect
which had a queer smell.

The Dcdalus family consisted of Stcphen’s father, Simon Dedalus;
mother, May Dedalus; and brother and sisters; two relatives, uncle Charles
and Mrs. Riordan (Dante).

The Vance family lived in their ncighbourhood. Stephen wanted to
marry Eileen Vance when he grew up. But the Vances were Protestants
and so he is warned not to think of marrying Eilcen. Dante says that if he
does this folly the eagles would come and pull out his ecyes.

School : When Stephen grew up a litlle he was sent to a boys'
boarding school called Clongowcs Wood College. His parents took him to
the school. His mother cricd when leaving him there. She advised him
never to talk to rough boys. His father advised him never to inform the
authoritics against his class-fellows.

Stephen had no interest in games. He used to remain on the fringe
of the linc on the playground and pretended to run now and then. There
used to be evening prayers in the library of the school.

Stephen recalls that one day Wells pushed him in a ditch of dirty
water. He caught cold and had fever. He was sent lo the school infirmary.
There Brether Michael took care of him. There he met a boy named Athy
whose father was a race-horse owner. Stephen is terribly afraid and he
begins to have fears that he would die before his mother came to take him
home. His only consolation was that if he died prematurcly the offender
Wells would be full of remorse. '

Politics at the time of a Christmas Dinner : Stephen remembers
one Christmas dinner that he had at home. He was now grown-up an

S S
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o he was allowed to sit at dinner wi  olderc
(Silscussmn about Pamcll, the grca{ 1\:‘::: S}l ri‘()ll‘"‘r;im“}“?dcl_dcrs s}tzxncd a

ad cqndcmncd him because he had taken a mi ,‘: J'USlN?ICC(if, The
a guest, was in favour of Parncll. Dantc said that éam'Snmvfi g rt;'ddsc'y’
and the church was right. She became so angry at the crit'd:S a }1) mil]n
walked out of the room, slamming the door behind her Ttllcilssrlzf: ;va:r;

on about politics in the mind of the young boy

Unjust Punishment : Stecphen remem : i

nished by Father Dolan. He had fallen and bt;gfenmhdils sl,];cc‘;vaacslc: rzgluds 1;2)/
he had been excused from studics. Although he explained all this to Father
Dolan, the jatter called him a schemer and caned him in front of the whole
class. The students persuaded Stephen to report the case to the Rector. He
went to sce the Rector, Father Conmee. The Rector was very sympathetic

and said that he would speak to Fathcr Dolan about it.

Yor impressi

pu

Chapter I

s was addicted to smoking a Very strong brand of

Simon Dedalus said that the smell of this tobacco was
cle Charles that he should enjoy
' . Uncle Charlcs

hare the outhouse with the

Uncle Charle
tobacco in his pipe-
like that of gunpowdcr. He suggestcd to un
his morning smoke in the outhouse instea
accepled this indignity cheerfully. He used 10 S
cat and the garden tools but he called it his ~arbour’.

Stephen was al home during the summer vacation and he was the
constant companion of uncle Charles. Hc got some lessons in 1
from a retired athlcte, Miks Flynn. In 1 he read Alexander

the evemngs
Dumas’ novel, The Count of Monte Cristo, an

d was charmed by the

character of Mercedes.
New School : The fortuncs of the Dedalus family dcclined further.
nd shabby housc. This had a

They were forced to shift to a poor 2 :
depressing € ind of Stcphen. It was decided that he was not
e school. He was

to be sent back to Clongowcs which was a very CXpensiv
| run by the Jesulis callcd BelvederC College.

now sent to a cheap schoo
Stephen soon becamc one of the lcaders of the boys there.
Heresy : Stcphen was accused of hercsy by one of the teachers.
Three of the boys, Heron Nash, decided to punish Stephen for
this. They stopped him 1 he was walking along the road. They asked
him who, according 10 . were the best poct and the best prose wriicr-
Stephen told them that he regarded Byron as the best poet and Cardmal
Newman as the best prose writer. They said that Byron was hcr_cucal a_nd
immoral. Stephen stuck to his opinton. So they beat him up with a stick
and a cabbage stump- ‘
The Play and after : Stephen madc a reputation in the school for
-mnasium. He was given

essay-writing. He was ¢ I was gl
a role in the whitsuntide play which was 10 © ged 1n the institution.
f a farcical pedagoguc. He did not like this part.

He was given the part O
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He hoped that the girl whom he adored would come to see the play, By
she did not come. His family came to sce the play. At the end of the play
he made an excuse to his family for not being able o aCCOﬂ)pany.lhcm
and  he ran across the road and then bcgap vyalkmg hast.lly, Withoyt
knowing where he was going. He was filled with “baffled desire becayge
the girl had not come. After some time he reached a spot where the Smel}

of horse-piss and rotten straw greeted him. That made him calm ang he
went home,

Visit to Cork : Simon Dedalus had to scl{ some property in Cork
and so hc went there by train and took Stephen with }_um. Simon also 1ggk
his son to visit Queen's College where he had studied. In the Anatom
theatre he saw the word “Foetus' cut several times on a glcsk. That startled
him. His father told him stories about his classmates which he had 1old the
members of his family many times. The visit only bored Stephen.

A Prize : Stephen won a prize in an essay competition. He used the
money 1o pull the family out of the normal squalor of their lives. He
purchased presents for all the members and took them to the theatre. But
the money was soon spent and the family went back to its usual misery.

Experience of Sex : Stephen was very much depressed due to the
drab atmosphere of his home and his school. Although he was only sixteen
he had a strong sexual urge. One day he went to a street where there were
many brothels. Onc young woman invited him to her room. He

surrendered himsclf to her body and mind. Aftér this initial experience he
started going to the prostitutes quite frequently.

Chapter 111

As Stephen thought about his actions he rcalized that he was leading
a miscrable life and he stood in danger of ctc

mal damnation. He knew that
cven prayers to God would not help him, ‘

The Retreat : The school observed a three day retreat in honour of
St. Francis Xavicr, the patron saint of

_ the school. During this period, the
students were supposcd to withdraw th

: Y matters and to concentrate only on
death, judgment, hell and heaven. He said that G

and punish the sinners. Death, he s
but a blessed moment to the virtug
described in full detail the horr

aid, was a cause of lerror to the sinner
us souls. In his final lecture the speaker
ors of hell which awaited the sinncrs.
. meant only for him. He was in terror. He
remembered all the sins he hag

_ 1S hy commitied. He felt that he must make a
full confession o( all his sins an

d ask for God's forgiveness. But he could
pel near the student

pricst was hearing confessions, Steph
The priest asked him how old he wa

\
\

The prie
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he had ¢
recelve(
a noble
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the wet
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he pricst pzl_SSQd llllﬁ hf“;d-s,cv,cml times over Stephen’s face and spoke 10
i W ds 91 c}om ort, & vice and warning, Stephen now felt light because
- had confessed and 1qpcntcd for his sins and God had pardoncd him. He

Communion the next morning and made up his mind to lcad

1%
' cived Holy
then onwards.

Y

:"n(‘?b]c life from

Chapter 1V

Stephen now gave a new turn to his life. He dedicated cach day of
e week 10 8 separate type of worship. He prayed regularly. He carricd
cosaries in his pocket so that he could tell them as he walked in the strects.
He subjected his body to mortifications in order to suppress his flesh. He

Jht cach of his senses—sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch--under

broug AL Y ’
o rigid disciplne. He felt that his soul was bccoming pure but he felt
iitated at minor things. He was angry if his mother sneczed or if someone

gisturbed him in his praycrs.
Offer of Priesthood : The Dircctor of the school —was highly

impressed DY Stcphen's picty. He called Stephen onc day and asked him
ation. He said that Ged had

whether he had ever thought of becoming a voca

chosen him to becomc a priest of the church. That call was the greatest
honour that God could do to man. No king or Emperor on this earth, no
angel or archangel in heaven had the power of a pricst of God. No saint,
a0t even the Blessed Virgin hersclf had the power which a pricst of God

had. The words of the Dircctor caused a stir in Sicphen’s heart. As a priest
he would have secret knowlcdge and sccret power. The Dircctor asked
him to think over the matter and let him know his decision.

Stephen thought very seriously of this offer. Priesthood would give
him secret power and free him from matcrial worrics, but it would destroy
his frccdom as an individual. The chill and order and the passionless
nature of the pricstly life repellcd. He felt that “he was destined to learn .
his own wisdom apart from others.”” He had to become a truc artist and sO
he could not accept the bondage of the Church. So he gave up the idea of

becoming a pricst.
he rcalized that the family was in a very

When he reachcd home
miscrable state. They were decper in debt than ever before. Regarding his
brothers and sisters he felt that ««oven before they had set out on life’s
journey they were weary of the way.”” In spite of financial difficulties his
father decided to send him 10 the university, though his mother was
opposed to it.

Stephen was taking
way he passed a group of C
with indifference but an €xpre
face. He heard some of his SC

-ﬁ-..hcrc comcs the Dedalus!’’ They we
attered him. He scemed to scc 2 winged form flying above the waves and

‘:OWI_y climbing the air. Stephen (clt as if he was climbing the air like the
ythical Dedalus. This thought thrilled him. He had heard the call of

onc of his usual walks by the sea-shore. On the
hristian Brothers. He tried to look at them
ssion of shame and sclf-pity appcarcd on his
hoolmates calling : “‘Hallo, Stephanos !
re trying to make fun of him but it
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life 1o his soul. He had become conscious of his {dcntllg lzsb%ﬂ a;llSt. He
saw a girl standing in the water ahead of l}lm._S‘h‘C SCCTHC . lha,llcaunful
sea-bird. He looked at her with worship in his eycs. Fic w ¢ “n 1ed. The
course of his life became clear to him. He would lwcfal.fu }11‘&3 Now,
crving, falling, triumphing, ready to recrealc lf[c 'Ollj't“lo HE. e woulg
never be a priest. He was destined to becomc an ar 15L.

Chapter V |
Stephen's family sank into greater poverty. He had jomed the |
university. He had become lazy and his father often rebuked him for
becoming late for his classes. His mother felt that he had changed for the
worse. He was again late for his classes. The street through which he |
_ passed was water-logged and there were heaps of rubbish lym_g lk_lcre. He
heard a mad nun crying ‘‘Jesus, O Jesus !”” The trees were drlppmg' with
rain water. The rain-laden trees always brought to his mind memories of |
girls in the books he had read. When he reached the University it was

already eleven. So he had missed the English class and was late for the
French class.

Stephen started thinking of his College friends. Cranly had come
very close to him and he had confided all the unrest of his soul in this
fricnd. He aiso thought of Davin, ‘‘the peasant student’’. Davin had told
him of an incident. He was walking through the countryside late one
evening. A woman invited him to come into her cottage and spend the
night with her as her husband was away. He had declined the offer. A girl
- selling flowers urged him to buy a bunch from her but he refused.

At the University he entered the Physics theatre and started talking
to the Dean of studies who was trying to light a fire. The Dean asked him
whether fire was something beautiful. Stephen replied that insofar as it

was apprehended by the sight, or “‘aesthetic intellection’’, it was beautiful
but fire was an evil in hell.

He attended the Physics class. While the lecture was going on the

students were making a running commentary on the various points. At the
end of the class McCann wanted him to sign a charter of demands
pertaining to the welfare of mankind. Stephen refused to sign the petition.
He told Davin that the Irish people had always been betraying their
leaders. For him nationality,

language and religion we ich were
holding him back from flight. glon were nets which w

| : He said, ‘‘Ireland is the old sow that eats her
farrow.’” He said that he had decided to leave Ireland.

Stephen's Aesthetic Theory : Stephen then went for a =walk with
Lynch and he expounded his acstheti

; ¢ theory to him. Hj is based
on the ideas of Aristotle and Aquinas. i ML theory 1s:52
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1 rrests (the mind in the presence of whatsoever i$ grave and constant
sufferings and unites it with the secret cause. Those things arc
bcmml’u ﬂ}b‘ pereeption of which pleases. The uscful arls are thosc
jowards which the appetic tends. The creative artist who creates finc ar ts
yneerned only with the creation of the beautiful. The productivc artist
who creatles uscful arts 18 only concerned with the production of the good.
Truc Art produces a stasis in the observer. It only trics 1O satisfy the
qesthetic sense. Art should not be kinetic. Didactic material which aims
q (caching us or making us better and pornography which appeals 10 our
sexual desires, aré both bad. True art should not crcate desirc or loathing.
i are necessary for the perception of the pneautiful @ @

wholencss (if) Harmony, and (iii) Clarity or radiance.
Stephen then divides art into three forms : (i)-The lyrical, (i) The
Epic, and (iil) The Dramatic. '

The Girl (E-C-) : It began 10 rain. Stephen and Lyndh took

he arcade of the library. Lynch whispered 10 Stephen that
ier | there. He

was very bitter because she had been flirting Wi
_standing silently with 2 few companions. He now felt that perhaps he had

iudged her to0 harshly. Perhaps her heart was as simple as @ bird's heart.
The next day he wrolc some Verses 10 her. He thought of sending these 10

her but then he changed his mind.
Birds : Next we find Stephen standing on the Steps of the library
watching someé birds which were circling above his head. The flight of
' - ded him of the flight of Dcdalus whose name he bore.

He has now finally decided to fly
nd his church. The other ‘students talk of

leave his homé&, his country &

frivolous things. Some of them discuss where unbaptised children go after

their death. Some ar¢ of the opinion that they gotoa region called Limbo.
Stephen ook Cranly away from the others and had 2 heart-to-heart

talk with him. He tclls his friend that he had an argument with his mother

he had asked him to make his Easter duty,

that moming about religion. S
that is, go 1o Mass and Communion. Stephen had refused 1o do that. He
repeated the words of Lucifer <1 will not serve.”’ Cranly advised him not

10 hurt his mother's {celings. Stephen said that he did not wish to hurt his
mother but at the same time he could not sacrifice his principlcs. Cranly
become a Protestant. Stephen replied that

asks him whether he wanted 10
.4l and coherent absurdity (Camolicism) for

he could not forsake «3 logical :
an illogical and incoherent one Protestantism).”’ He wanted to g0 away

from home in order tO have complete spiritual frcedom. He said that he

could not serve that in which he no longer believed whether it was church

or home or country. He said, ««] will try O express myself in some mode
of life or art as freely as I can and as wholly as I can, using for my defence

the only arms I allow myself to use--silence, exile'and cunning.”’ He added

that it was possible that he was making a big mistake but he would take

the risk. He would even take the risk of being absolutely alonc and having

no friend at all.
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Stephen's Diary : The last part of the book consists of a serics
of entries from Stephen's diary in which he notcs down his thoughts as he
prepares to leave Ireland. The first entry is made on March 20th and the

- last entry is made on April 27th. His mother told him that he had a queer
~ mind and that he had read too much. She had also said that he would
eventually return to the faith. One day he saw E—C~— drinking tea and
eating cakes in a restaurant. The last of the entries are as follows : ““Mother
is putting my second-hand clothes in order. She prays now, she says that

I may learn in my own life and away from home and friends what the
heart is and what it fecls. Amen. So be it. Welcome, O life ! T go to
encounter for the millionth time the reality of experience and to forge in
the smithy of my soul the uncreated conscience of my race. Old father, old
artificer, stand me now and ever in good stead.”’

Thus like Dedalus he flies away from Ireland which he regarded as
a prison. ®

2
PERSONS IN THE NOVEL
(Arranged Alphabetically)

Arnall (Father Arnall) : He was the latin teacher at Clongowes School.
He declivered a series of lecturcs at Belvedere College on the
occasion of the Retreat. He described the horrors of hell in all their
frightful dctails.

Athy : He was Stephen’s companion in the infirmary at Clongowes. His
father was a race-horse owner.

Bertie : Stephen's companion at Belvedere College. He beat Stephen be-
cause he liked Byron as a poct.

Boland : Stephen's companion at Belvedere College. He joined Bertie in

beating Stephen because of his liking for Byron. Stephen calls him
‘a dunce’.

Barret (Paddy) : a teacher at Clongowes.

Charles : ‘Uncle’ Charles is an old man who lives as a member of the
Dedalus family.

Cranly : Stephen's close fricnd at the University College, Dublin.

Conmee : Father Conmee—~Rector at Clongowes to whom Stephen reports
that he had been unjustly punished by Father Dolan.

Casey : a guest at the Christmas dinner who dcfends Parnell.

Dedalus, Stephen : the hero of the novel.

Dedalus, Simon : father of Stephen.

Dedalus, May : Stephen’s mother,
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pedalus, Katey

pedalus, Maggy

three sisters of Stephen,
pedalus, Boody

pavin : Stephen’s friend at University College. He was tempted by a

woman in a lonely cottage but he resi i
k ly co sisted
staunch Irish nationalist. W templation e s

Dante (Aunt Dante) : Mrs. Riordan. She is a stron i
Clergy. She walks out of the Christmas U.Sm%.scoaﬁ of the Irish

PDean o.-. m:::nm." An English Jesuit priest with whom Stephen discusses
his aesthetic theory at University College, Dublin.

Dolan (Father Dolan) : The Prefect of Studies at Clongowes who
punishes Stephen with a pandybat without any reason.

Davitt, Michael : Irish journalist. He founded the Irish Land League.
Eileen Vance : Stephen’s friend in childhood.

E-.C—. (Emma Cary) + Stephen addresses poems to her.

Gleeson : a teacher at Clongowes.

Harford : a teacher at Clongowes.

Lynch : Stephen’s friend at the University College. Stephen expounds his .
aesthetic theory to him.

Lawton, Jack : Head of the Lancaster leam which competes with
Stephen’s team (the Yorkists) in a class contest at Clongowes.

McCann : Stephen's companion at University College, Dublin, who heads
the signing of the petition for social equality and world peace.

Michael .(Brother Michael) : He looks after Stephen while he isat the
infirmary at Clongowes.

Mills, Aubrey : Stephen's companion at Blackrock before he went 10
Belvedere College.

Nash : Stcphen's companion at Belvedere. He wo&. mﬁ.&«: because he
liked Byron as a poct. Stephen calls him “an _&2 . T

Temple : Stephen's fricnd at University College. He is a great admirer 0
Stephen'’s knowledge.

Tallon, Bertie : He takes part in a play at Belvedere College.

i : llege.

Tate : English master at Belvedere Co

Vincent Heron : Stephen's Classmate at Belvedere noznmo.. i

Wells : o rough student at Clongowes. He ==9.M_m Stephen 1n .
dirty water, which causes him to become i

3
MAIN PLACES IN THE NOVEL

0 w::—: 0 b here G_v__ﬂ_—.m 07—&78& as




